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MNPS Field Trip Guidelines
Enjoy a wide variety of fabulous Montana field trips this summer with the Montana Native
Plant Society. Led by professional ecologists, botanists and natural scientists, these trips offer
enriching and fun opportunities to get out and explore Montana’s abundant beauty.
This guide is arranged by date so you can coordinate your summer Montana travel with an
outing near your destination. You might even want to target a destination.
Always call the listed trip leader for the most current information. This guide, prepared in
early spring, cannot anticipate the many changes that may occur throughout the summer due
to weather, fires or other unforeseen events.
The trips vary from easy to difficult. Please read each description and contact the trip
leader with your questions to insure the trip meets your expectations, physical abilities and
circumstances.
Please leave dogs and firearms at home in fairness to other participants and wildlife.
Some field trips have size limits. If the leader requests that you call to reserve a spot, call
again if you must cancel.
Some trips are more child-friendly than others. Check with your trip leader.
Be prepared for Montana’s instantaneous weather changes. Wear appropriate clothes and
shoes. Bring food, water, extra clothes, rain gear, sunscreen, insect repellent, sunglasses, hat
and any other personal gear you might need. You also may want to bring your favorite field
guides and a notebook for recording species you see.
If you have a health condition, including allergies, that could affect you during the field trip,
tell the trip leader and carry necessary medications.
Be aware of wildlife you might encounter and know how to behave to avoid conflicts. You
may encounter bear, deer, elk, moose, snakes, mountain lions, bees and other species.
MNPS assumes no liability for personal injury or loss of property on MNPS-sponsored field
trips. Each participant may be required to sign an attendance sheet and liability waiver before
starting the field trip.

Camera Geek trips are designed with ample time for
photography and exchanging camera tips and techniques.
Just look for the camera icon.
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May
Tuesdays, May ONLY — Bigfork Wild-Mile Corridor Wildflower Walks (Bigfork)
10:00 am-noon. Join Anne Morley and Neal Brown for these gentle spring birding
and wildflower identification strolls. We wander two miles along the Old Swan River
Road. Meet in front of Showthyme Restaurant. Info: Anne at 886-2242 or Neal at
837-5018.
Wednesday, 5/4 — Wildflower Walk (Missoula)
6:00 pm. Celebrate National Wildflower Week with an evening walk in Milltown
State Park. We will identify and catalog plant species in bloom along the Overlook
Trail. This trail begins at the cliff above the confluence of the Clark Fork and
Blackfoot Rivers, works its way through mixed ponderosa forest, down to the flood
plain of the Clark Fork River. Meet at the Overlook parking area on Deer Creek Rd.
Info: Clare at 728-0189, clare.beelman@gmail.com, or go to www.facebook.com/
MNPSClarkForkChapter/events for a map and details.
Thursday, 5/12 — Spring Potluck & Plant Label Stickering Party (Missoula)
6:30 pm. Come socialize and help prepare the plastic plant labels for our upcoming
native plant sale. We’ll hope to enjoy a warm spring evening at the Pineview Park
Pavilion near Rattlesnake School, and view the spring flora along Rattlesnake Creek.
Bring your nimble fingers and a dish to share, plus your own plate and utensils. No
alcohol please. Info: Peter at 728-8740 or Clare at 728-0189.
Friday, 5/13 — Spring Garden Work-up (Bozeman)
1:00 pm. Help MSU plant and pollinator investigators get their research/teaching
garden in order with weeding, planting and other garden-maintenance activities. This
garden was supported last year by a grant from MNPS. If you can, bring planting
tools and watering cans with your name on them. Snacks will be provided. Meet at
the MSU Horticultural Farm (turn west off S.19th onto Garfield, turn left off Garfield
near the white sign for MSU Hort Farm). Info and to RSVP: Michelle Flennikan,
michelleflennikan@gmail.com.
Saturday, 5/14 — Not the Douglasia You Know (Missoula area)
7:00 am. Join plant-enthusiast Michael Wharton on this trip to see Douglasia
conservatorum at its only known location – in the world – on Bloom Peak. D.
conservatorum was identified as a unique species in 2010. We’ll hope to catch the
blooming of this pink-flowered, alpine beauty and view the characteristics that make
this douglasia unique. Bloom Peak is on the border with Idaho at the northern end
of the Bitterroot Mountains, near Trout Creek. One can gain most of the elevation
of this trip in a vehicle, and the hike from the Forest Service road to the summit
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(5,791 feet) is less than a mile. Be prepared for cool and windy conditions; expect
to return to Missoula around 7:00 pm. To minimize impact on this fragile plant
community, the number of participants for this trip is limited to 12. Info and to sign
up: Clare at 728-0189, clare.beelman@gmail.com.
Sunday, 5/15 and ongoing — Native Garden Monitoring (Dillon)
Time TBA. Maintenance of the Calypso Chapter’s native garden in the median strip
on Helena Avenue begins today and continues throughout the summer. Bring
gloves and a digging tool, and help weed out non-native perennials and encourage
the native plantings in their third year. Info: Catherine Cain at 406-498-6198,
nativeplants@montana.com.
Wednesday, 5/18 and ongoing — What’s Blooming in the Bridgers?
(Bozeman)
5:00 pm. Starting today, a series of short, leisurely rambles to see what’s in bloom
will take place in various spots on the east side of the Bridger Range, going as far as
Flathead Pass. Bring a sack supper that includes something to share. We’ll carpool
from the parking lot of Hawthorne Elementary School, 114 N. Rouse Ave, Bozeman
(access off East Mendenhall, just north of the fire station). Four-wheel drive vehicles
with some clearance will be needed. Info: Mike Garverich at 491-0887, michael.
garverich@mt.usda.gov.
Wednesday, 5/18 — Native Plant Selection, Planting and Care (Whitefish)
5:30 pm. The Center for Native Plants in Whitefish will host a free workshop on
various planting techniques, soil preparation, and plant selection and placement at
its open air nursery. Learn how to plant a root-bound aspen tree, prepare soil for
planting, invasive grasses and how to eradicate them, and select the right plant for
the right location. There will be ample opportunity for hands-on practice and group
discussion. Go to www.centerfornativeplants.com for location information.
Sunday, 5/22 — Short Grass Prairie to the Foothills: Ranching & Native
Plant Conservation (Missoula area)
9:00 am. Join Clare Beelman and Jenny Tollefson, Five Valleys Land Trust
stewardship manager, on a tour of the 3,700-acre Peterson Angus Ranch in the
foothills of the John Long Mountains, south of Drummond. This ranch became a
FVLT conservation easement in 2010 and offers some of the healthiest native short
grass prairie in the Upper Clark Fork watershed. We’ll discuss the history of the ranch
and the ongoing relationship between ranching practices and conservation of native
plants and their habitats. Hiking will be moderate. Expect to return around 5:00 pm.
Meet at the east side of the Milltown truck stop parking lot to carpool from Missoula.
Info: Clare at 728-0189, clare.beelman@gmail.com, or go to www.facebook.com/
MNPSClarkForkChapter/events for a map and details.
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Saturday, 5/28 — Johnson Mountain Terraces (Whitefish area)
9:00 am. This one- to two-mile, easy hike follows an old road to a series of moist,
mossy rock terraces with a variety of montane, grassland and diminutive plants. It is
considered a special botanical area on Flathead National Forest. Meet at the rest area
by the soccer fields across from Grouse Mountain Lodge in Whitefish; plan to be
back by 2:00 or 3:00 pm. Bring your favorite plant ID book, lunch, water, and dress
for the weather. Info and to sign up: Betty at 892-0129.
Thursday-Friday, 5/28-29 — American Prairie Reserve (Malta)
Noon. A prairie dog town, burrowing owls, bison, elk, big horn sheep, an ancient
pictograph boulder…and, of course, lots of grasses and native prairie wildflowers
will be featured. Meet at the Reserve’s Buffalo Camp, located 50 miles south of
Malta, Montana and four miles north of the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife
Refuge, about four and a half hours from Billings or Great Falls. Camping is available
on 13 sites (six tent and seven RV) for $10/night (without electricity) and $15/night
(with electricity). We can reserve campsites for our group, so please call Wayne
Phillips ASAP at 453-0648. Directions: www.americanprairie.org.

JUNE
Wednesday, 6/1 — Native Plant Garden Tour (Kalispell)
7:00 pm. Join native plant gardener Teresa Geyer Stump for a tour of the Flathead
Valley Community College native plant garden. Meet at FVCC Arboretum behind Blake
Hall, 777 Grandview Drive, Kalispell, Montana. The tour is wheelchair accessible. In the
event of inclement weather, a presentation will be given in the Board Room, Blake Hall,
Room SCA 140. Info: Teresa at 471-3786, acacia78@bresnan.net.
Thursday, 6/2 — Plant Labeling (Missoula)
6:30 pm. Help prepare this year’s plants for sale by placing labels in the hundreds
of pots of different plants. Light refreshments will be provided. 2 September Dr.,
Lincoln Hills, in the Upper Rattlesnake. Info: Clare at 728-0189, clare.beelman@
gmail.com.
Saturday, 6/4 — Annual Sheila Morrison Native Plant Sale (Missoula)
8:00 am - noon. Many species of Montana native plants will be for sale this one
day at the Clark Fork River Market in Missoula. Our tables will be at the eastern
end (toward the Holiday Inn) of this busy market. Come early for the best
selection of native plants to add to your landscape! Info: www.facebook.com/
MNPSClarkForkChapter/events for map and details.
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Saturday, 6/4 — Flora of the East Gallatin Recreation Area (Bozeman)
9:00 am. This primitive Bozeman park has a large and diverse riparian flora,
including a special plant that is rare in this part of the state. Come exploring for a
morning! Meet at the north end of the recreation area parking lot (off Manley Road,
north from East Griffin Drive). Wear sturdy shoes that can get wet, long pants and
bring bug repellent. Info: Jeff Copeland at 539-6029, jouzelcopeland@gmail.com.
Saturday, 6/11 — Silver Bow Creek Reclamation (Butte)
Time TBA. Mine waste removal and restoration of native vegetation along the Silver
Bow Creek Superfund corridor, downstream from Butte, has been underway for
nearly 20 years but now is coming to an end. Join leader Rich Prodgers of Bighorn
Environmental and learn what has worked and what has not – or just enjoy the
plants and their habitats. Be prepared for walking in wet areas. Anyone who finds
an unlisted species gets a milkshake. Info and where to meet: Rich at 683-6529,
bighornenv@centurylink.net.
Thursday, 6/9 — Sprunger-Whitney Nature Trail (Swan Valley)
10:00 am. Naturalist and botanist Anne Morley will be your guide to the plants, birds,
trees and wildlife habitat along this two-mile loop trail that meanders through a lowelevation old-growth forest. Meet at the trailhead; bring water, lunch and appropriate
clothing for the weather. The trailhead is off Hwy 83, about seven miles south of
Swan Lake. Turn right at the Point Pleasant and Sprunger-Whitney Nature Trail signs
(1/2 mile south of milemarker 64). Info: Anne at 886-2242. For more information
about the nature trail, go to www.wildswan.org.
Saturday, 6/11 — Little Missouri National Grasslands (North Dakota)
10:00 am. Explore the Little Missouri Grasslands in North Dakota. Great geology,
native grasses, flora and fauna. Moderate hiking. Meet at the Sather Dam
campground. From Sidney, drive south on Highway 16 for 2 miles, turn left onto
Highway 23 (which turns into ND Highway 68 at the MT/ND border) go east 20
miles. Info: Libby at 774-3778, rek@midrivers.com.
Sunday, 6/12 — Not the Lewisia You Know (Missoula area)
7:00 am. Enjoy a beautiful hike through an open-forested canyon in the Bitterroot
Mountains with a diverse understory of plant communities. We’re going to find the
only known population of Wallowa lewisia (Lewisia columbiana var. wallowensis) in
Montana. Wallowa lewisia is primarily found on the Columbia plateau in Idaho and
Oregon. The hike will be on an established trail with a gentle gain in elevation. To
reach the lewisias, we have to ford a creek that is about 20 feet wide, or cross on a
stable, fallen tree. To carpool from Missoula, meet at the south end of the Walmart
parking lot (on S. Brooks St.). Info: Clare at 728-0189, clare.beelman@gmail.com.
Or go to www.facebook.com/MNPSClarkForkChapter/events for a map and details.
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Monday, 6/13 — John Toole Park Weed Pull (Missoula)
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm. Help John Pierce and other volunteers restore this unique
example of Missoula Valley’s native grasslands. Bring a friend, a weeding tool, and
enjoy an evening near the Clark Fork River doing good for the community and the
environment. Meet next to the Waterwise Garden, east of the Missoulian, near the
Kim Williams Trail in John Toole Park. Info: John at 542-2640.
Tuesdays, starting mid-June — Volunteer Opportunity at the Glacier
National Park Nursery (West Glacier)
9:00 am.. Help with seeding, transplanting, weeding and cleaning, or work on a
particular research or experimental project. Bring a sack lunch, your favorite work
gloves, and clothes that can get dirty. Drop in for an hour or stay the entire day. Meet
at the Native Plant Nursery, Glacier National Park. Info: Sonja Hartmann at 888-7835.
Saturday, 6/18 — North Fork of Dupuyer Creek (Choteau)
8:15 am. Dave Shea leads this three-mile ramble through prairie and foothills to
find wildflowers and learn about local wildlife and geology. The hike will take place
on the Boone and Crockett Club’s Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Ranch. Meet at
the Choteau Information Center, near the Old Trail Museum. Co-sponsored by the
Montana Wilderness Association. Info: Dave at 466-2161.
Wednesday, 6/22 — Native Plant Garden Tour (Kalispell)
7:00 pm. Join native plant gardener Teresa Geyer Stump for a tour of the gardens
at The Museum at Central School. Meet on the North side of the museum, 124
2nd Avenue East, Kalispell, Montana. Tour is wheelchair accessible. Info: Teresa at
471-3786, acacia78@bresnan.net.
Friday-Sunday (Monday), 6/24-26 (27) — Montana Native Plant Society
Annual Meeting (Anaconda)
The Montana Native Plant Society Calypso Chapter invites you to spend the weekend
in southwest Montana’s valley and mountain landscapes at the peak of native
plant flowering and long summer days. Field trips will explore mountain meadows,
rocky canyons, exposed mountain slopes and restored riparian environments. The
meeting will be held at Fairmont Hot Springs, a venue with three pools and extensive
grounds located in a gorgeous rural setting south of Anaconda. We will be joined this
year by members of the American Penstemon Society. A Monday field trip, led by
penstemon-authority, Noel Holmgren, will be an exciting option as well. Info and to
register: www.mtnativeplants.org/Annual_Meeting and on Facebook.
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JULY
Wednesday, 7/6 — Story Mill Park Exploration (Bozeman)
5:15 pm. This large parcel on the northeast edge of Bozeman, currently managed by
the Trust for Public Land, is slated to become a public park. Much of it is (and will
remain) undeveloped. Come explore wet meadows and riparian corridors, and share
your ideas about how best to conserve this natural area. Wear footware suitable
for wading. Meet at the interpretive sign on the north side of East Griffin Drive
(ride your bike if possible; parking is very limited). Info: Peter Husby at 451-1521,
peterohusby@yahoo.com.
Saturday, 7/9 — Water Howellia & Friends (Condon)
9:00 am. Join Mark Schiltz, western manager for the Montana Land Reliance, on a
walk through portions of a 738-acre MLR conservation easement property south of
Condon. This easement contains a diverse array of plants, including water howellia
(Howellia aquatilis). Water howellia, is a species of concern in Montana, with a
range limited to depressional wetlands in the Swan River drainage. Bring waders or
other footwear for wet conditions in order to view this small and uncommon plant
up close. The ponds that contain water howellia are located north of the Swan River,
although there are reported to be some south of the river as well. The hike will be
mostly off trail, but the property is very level unless we descend about 100 feet to
the Swan River. Expect to return to Missoula by 6:00 pm. This trip is limited to 20
MNPS members. Info and to RSVP: Clare at 728-0189, clare.beelman@gmail.com.
Saturday, 7/9 — Ear Mountain and Yeager Flats (Choteau)
9:00 am. Join Dave Shea on this trip through limber pine savannah, narrow-leafed
cottonwood groves, sagebrush, Douglas-fir/Englemann spruce forest and a bit of
the 2000 Ear Mountain fire to end in a vast, high-elevation native fescue prairie.
Moderately difficult, five-miles round trip. Meet at the Choteau Information Center
parking lot, north end of town on Hwy 89, then drive up the Teton River to the Ear
Mountain trailhead. Co-sponsored by the Montana Wilderness Association. Info:
Dave Shea at 466-2161.
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Saturday, 7/9 — Occidental Plateau and Bluebird Flats (Dillon area)
Time TBA. These two areas form a moderately high park on the Continental Divide
west of Jefferson City, with views into the Prickly Pear Creek valley to the east and
westward across the Boulder batholith. Bedrock appears to be granodiorite and
Elkhorn Mountains volcanics. There are wet meadows along Cataract Creek to the
west, and typical Douglas-fir/lodgepole forest with some ponderosa to the east.
There are some nivation depressions along the eastern side of the park. Join leader
Mike Garverich, geologist/botanist with the Bureau of Land Management, for this trip
that will focus on native plants and regional geology. We will get an early morning
start and try to avoid late afternoon showers at this elevation. Info: Mike at 491-0887.
Saturday, 7/9 — Beartooth Plateau (Red Lodge)
9:30 am. Please join us for an alpine wildflowers field trip to the Beartooth Plateau.
The hiking will involve a mile or so of moderate terrain above 10,000 feet that may
include some wet places. Bring lunch, water and clothes to suit the weather. We
will leave from the Regis Cafe in Red Lodge; expect to return by 4:00 pm. We can
organize carpooling at the Regis. Info: Jennifer Lyman at 426-1227, jenclyman@
gmail.com.
Sunday, 7/17 — Special Plants of Yellowstone National Park
Carpool times listed below. Join park botanist Heidi Anderson for a foray south
from Gardiner, possibly reaching as far as Old Faithful. We’ll make several stops on
this road trip to find interesting/unusual annual, perennial and wetland plants with
limited walking. Gallatin County folk will depart Bozeman at 6:30 am from the lower
Softball Complex parking lot off Haggerty Lane. They’ll meet up with Park and Sweet
Grass County folk in the northeast corner of the Livingston Albertson’s parking lot at
7:15 am. This will be a full day so wear sturdy shoes, bring a sack lunch with goodies
to share, and be prepared for sun, rain, bear jams and bugs. Info: Gretchen Rupp at
586-8363, beesgrmt@gmail.com.
Tuesday, 7/19 — Glacier National Park Weed Blitz
10:00 am. Join fellow citizens in removing invasive plants from priority sites in
Glacier National Park. Park biologist, Dawn LaFleur, will train participants on
identification and effective hand-pulling techniques for targeted weed species. Meet
at the West Glacier Community Building. We’ll spend the morning in the classroom
and the afternoon in the field, expecting to end around 4:00 pm. Lunch will be
provided. Space is limited. Info and to sign up: Dawn, dawn_lafleur@nps.gov.
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Saturday, 7/23 — Coal Ridge (Columbia Falls area)
8:30 am. Join Chantelle Delay, Flathead Forest botanist, and Sonja Hartmann, Glacier
National Park nursery manager, for a moderately strenuous, six-mile round-trip hike
on the Moran Creek trail in the North Fork District of the Flathead National Forest.
The trail climbs gradually through a diverse forest and flora, until reaching the
open bowl below Coal Ridge and views of a whitebark pine forest. For even more
beautiful views, the group may choose to continue up the last steep ascent to the
ridge top and fire lookout. Along with other lovely native plants, we hope to see
Rhododendron albiflorum in bloom, a plant that is found in the Flathead National
Forest but is not listed for Glacier National Park. Be prepared for a possibly muddy,
wet trail with a few small streams. Meet in Columbia Falls at Smith’s. Info and to
carpool: Sonja at 270-0756.
Saturday, 7/23 — Geiger Lakes (Libby area)
Time TBA. This year’s annual Exploding Car Battery field trip will be to Geiger
Lakes in the Cabinet Mountains Wilderness. Peter Lesica and Jon Reny will lead
this moderate hike of six to eight miles, depending on how far we wish to travel.
There are two lakes (lower and upper) and, if the group wants, we can hike to Lost
Buck Pass at 6,000 feet. The views from the pass are excellent. The trail starts at
mid-elevation and follows Lake Creek to where it flows out of Lower Geiger Lake.
Because this hike is in a wilderness area, group size is limited to eight people. A
meeting location will be arranged at a later date; the trailhead is about an hour from
Libby. Info and to sign up: Jon Reny at 334-0459, jreny@kvis.net.
Saturday, 7/23: Wooded Draws and Grasslands (Lambert area)
10:00 am. We will meet at Lambert Park and then proceed south of town to areas of
wooded draws and grasslands. Hiking will be easy to moderate; bring water and a
lunch. Lambert is 20 miles west of Sidney on Highway 200. Info: Libby at 774-3778,
rek@midrivers.com.
Saturday, 7/30 — Learn Your Weeds! (Butte)
Time and place TBA. Robert Pal, associate professor at Montana Tech, will walk the
group through one or more weed-prone areas in Butte to demonstrate and discuss
the occurrence and role of non-native plant species. Beginners and experienced
“weeders” are welcome. Info: Robert at 496-4725, rpal@mtech.edu.
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AUGUST
Saturday, 8/13 — Pine Beetles & Forests (Dillon area)
7:00 am. Join Diana Six, University of Montana professor of forest entomology/
pathology and chair of the Department of Ecosystems & Conservation Sciences, to
view and better understand the relationships between bark beetles and Montana
forests. This will trip will involve a long day of driving and stopping to tour beetle
infestations and see their effects on areas dominated by lodgepole pine (Pinus
contorta) and whitebark pine (P. albicaulis). We will walk through Diana’s study areas
near the Big Hole Valley and Vipond Park. Expect to return to Missoula by 8:00 pm.
Info and to carpool: Clare at 728-0189, clare.beelman@gmail.com, 728-0189 or go to
www.facebook.com/MNPSClarkForkChapter/events for maps and more details.
Saturday, 8/13 — Yellowstone River (Sidney area)
10:00 am. Meet at Seven Sisters Wildlife Management Area, nine miles south of
Sidney at mile marker 41 off State Highway 16. Turn east at the town of Crane on a
gravel road marked by a fishing access sign. Drive 1 mile. Info: Libby at 774-3778,
rek@midrivers.com.

OCTOBER
Saturday, 10/1 — Dyeing with Native Plants (Dillon)
Time and place TBA. This will be an opportunity to use native plant materials to dye
yarns and fabrics. All necessary materials will be available at the event. Come spend
a morning at this season-ending Chapter event presented by Jessie Salix, botanist for
the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. Info: Jessie at 834-3677.
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Membership Chair
398 Jeffers Road
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