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MONTANA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
"...to preserve, conserve ond study Montona's notive plonts & plant communities,"

mtnativeplants.org

MNPS Field Trip Guidelines
Enjoy a wide variety of faburous Montana fierd trips this summer
with the
Montana Native Plant society. Led by ecologists, botanists and naturar
scientists, these trips offer enriching and fun opportunities to get
out and
explore Montana's abundant beauty.
This guide is arranged by date so you can coordinate your
summer Montana
travel with an outing near your destination. you might even want
to target a
destination.
Always call the listed trip leader for the most current information.
This guide,
prepared in earry spring, cannot anticipate the many changes
that may occur
throughout the summer due to changes in the status of Covid-.1 g, weather,
fires or other unforeseen events.
The trips vary from easy to difficurt. prease read each description
and contact
the trip leader with your questions to ensure the trip meets your
expectations,
physical abilities and circumstances.
Please leave dogs and firearms at home in fairness to
other participants and

wildlife.

some trips are more child-friendry than others. Check with your
trip leader.
Be prepared for Montana's instantaneous weather changes. prease
wear
appropriate crothes and shoes. Bring food, water, extra crothes,
rain gear,
sunscreen, insect repellent, sunglasses, hat and any other personal
g-ear
you might need. You arso may want to bring your favorite
fierd guide-s and
notebook for recording specles you see.

a

lf you have a health condrtion, including ailergies, that
courd affect you during
the field trip, tell the trip leader and carry necessary medications.
Be aware of wildlife you might encounter and know how
to behave to avoid
conflicts. You may encounter bear, deer, elk, moose, snakes.
mountaln lions,
bees and other species.
MNPS assumes no riabirity for personar injury or ross
of property on MNpSsponsored field trips. Each participant may be required to sign
in attendance
sheet and Iiability waiver before starting the field trip.

COVID-l9 Field Trip Guidelines
ln spring and summer 2021,lhe COVID-19 situation will be changing rapidly.
All field trips will adhere to current CDC guidance at a minimum. By the end
of summer, no special precautions may be needed, but before then, we ask
that:
- Everyone who wishes to go on a field trip register with the leader. You can
do this by e-mail or phone. lf you must, please cancel promptly so others
can take your spot.
- Don',t carpool to the trailhead unless everyone in the car is fully vaccinated.
- Keep socially distanced and masked while in the field.
- Don't share hand lenses, plant identification materials or binoculars'
- Everyone will need to sign in at the trailhead, both for waiver of liability and
in case COVID-l 9 contact tracing is needed.

Thank you!

May
Season - Glacier National Park Huckleberry Phenology Citizen Science.
Taking a hike in or near Glacier National Park? You can help scientists
understand huckleberry phenology in this region. Huckleberries are an
important food source for wildlife, including grizzly bears. The park is collecting

All

data to understand how weather and otherfactors influence the phenology,
or timing of berry ripeness. Contact Glacier National Park's citizen science
program for a link to a training video. Then just download the app to record
data while you enjoy your dayl Contact: email glac-citizen-science@nps.gov
or call 406-888-7986. Contact us anytime, but more staff are on duty during
weekdays/office hours. Huckleberries can start to bloom at low elevations
even in April!

week of May 2-8 , National wildflower week Guided wildflower walks for
the public at Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park (East of Whitehall).
Led by Emily Dickerson, AmeriCorps volunteer at the Park. Please call Lewis
and Clark caverns state Park for exact times, meeting place and trip limits:
406-287-3541.

Thursday, May6 - Milltown State Park (Missoula).5:30 p.m.
celebrate National wildflower week on this most beautiful walk through
Milltown State Park. The many diverse plant species in bloom along the
overlook Trail will be identified and catalogued in this annual assessment.
The trail begins at the cliff that overlooks the confluence of the Clark Fork and
Blackfoot rivers and works its way through mixed ponderosa forest down
to the flood plain of the Clark Fork River. To register and more information,
contact Clare Beelman: clare.beelman@gmail'com.

Saturday May 8 -The Hogback (Bozeman /Paradise Valley). 9:00 a.m.
Climb the ridge trail atop this prominent geological feature on private land
in the foothills on the west side of the Paradise Valley. The south face of
this steep, knife-edged ridge hosts rocky, xeric plant communities, while the
north side supports coniferous forest and associated understory plants.
Moderately strenuous 2 to 4 miles walking, and elevation gain of i,500 feet (to
about 6,600 feet). Hiking poles may be helpful for steep sections; rattlesnakes
may be present. This hike affords fabulous views of the Paradise Valley and
Absaroka Mountains, and is a popular launch point for hang gliders. The hike
will conclude by mid-afternoon, and is limited to 10 people. To sign up contact
leader Gretchen Rupp at beesgrmt@gmail.com or 406-586-8363 (don't hesitate

to leave a message).

Friday, May

14 - Plant Identification at Spring Meadow Lake State Park
(Helena). 3:00 p.m.
Practice plant identification in a fun, safe, small-group setting while also

helping a great local park. Amanda Coyle, AmeriCorps member at Spring
Meadow Lake State Park, is creating signs showing visitors which native plants
they're seeing around the park, and she has asked us to help with native plant
ID. This month, trip leader Klara Varga will help with tricky plant identification,
Areas that need to be surveyed include the main walking path along the lake,
a prairie path, and a short wetland path. Bring your favorite plant guides, hand
lenses, and botany-inclined minds for some skill-building practice and fun
with fellow plant enthusiasts. This event will be outside, but for your safety
and for others in the group, please bring a mask and be prepared to wear it
any time you are in close proximity to others. Meet in the parking area, near
the entrance (by the pit toilets). Trip will be from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. This event
will be limited to 9 participants. For more information and to register, send an
emailto kelseychaptermnps@gmail.com with the subject Iine "spring Meadow
Survey''and state the date that you are interested in.
Saturday May 22

- Birds

and Blooms on Mount Ellis Trail (Bozeman).

7:00 a.m.
This slow-paced hike of approximately 3 miles celebrates the flora and fauna
of the Mount Ellis area. We will explore a nurnber of habitats on State and
U.S. Forest Service lands, including grassland, aspen meadow, and conifer
forest edge. The lower sectlon of the trail features a profusion of wildflowers,
such as pasqueflower, kittentails, and sugarbowls. As we enter the forest, we
should find trillium and glacier lily blooming. At this time of year, many of the
nesting birds, such as Calliope Hummingbirds, Red-naped Sapsuckers, Dusky
Flycatchers, Orange-crowned Warblers, and a wide variety of sparrows will
have arrived on their territories. A 4 to 5 hour trip, with moderately strenuous
walking. Limit 10 people. Please sign up with leader Lou Ann Harris at
montlou3l 1 @gmail.com or 406-600-3585.

Wednesday, May 26

-

Pattee Canyon blue camas and balsamroot hike

(Missoula). 6:30 p.m.
Join Anne Garde for a walk through the woods, beyond two great'grandfather\
grandmother trees, and up a road that is always rewarding with fabulous
displays of camas and arrowleaf balsamroot and, of course, other flowers
peppered in. Please bring snacks and water for an awesome and not too hard
evening hike. To register email, text or call Paul Buck: paul7703@gmail.com or

970-901-2418.

Thursday, May 27 - Columbia Mountain Wildflowers (Columbia Falls).

6:00p.m.
The Columbia Mountain Trail is a flower-love(s paradise. Join Ellen Horowitz
of Montana Native Plant Society for an evening wildflower walk. We will
travel through many habitat types - from moist forests to dry open slopes"
Expect an easy pace with lots of stops to view big, bold blossoms like those
of balsamroot, and less conspicuous beauties that include orchids and
miterworts. Moderate difficulty (about 2 miles and 500 feet elevation gain).
This walk will be limited to 6 participants, and masks are required. We will
meet at the Columbia Mountain Trailhead near Columbia Falls. The trip will go
from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. Participants MUST call to register. Contact tip leader Ellen
H orowitz: horowitz@centu rytel. net or 406-27 0-1 689 to register.

Saturday May 29

- Vegetation of Lewis and Clark

CaYerns State Park

(Whitehall). 1o:oo a.m.
We will hike up the trail behind the Visitor's Center and highlight plant species
from a variety of habitats. This is an interesting area for sagebrush species.
Depending on the desires of the group, this event can range from2 hours to
a 7-mile hike around the big loop. Please bring a lunch and be prepared for
hiking in any weather. Maybe there will still be chocolate lilies to See. Bring
whatever plant lD books you like to use. Limit 15. Sign up with leader Pete
H useby at peterohusby@yahoo.co m or 406-451 -1 521 .

Iune
Saturday |une 5 - Blooming at the Bufialo fump (Bozeman).9:30 a.m.
Join Kelly Ranch owner and Montana Land Reliance Greater Yellowstone
Manager Kathryn Kelly to explore the Kelly Ranch along the Gallatin River
west of Bozeman. This private ranch includes lush cottonwood gallery forest,
grassland, and sagebrush/juniper steppe habitats. The functioning ranch,
which includes well preserved historic buildings and a pre-historic buffalo
jump, is protected by a conservation easement with the Montana Land
Reliance. Easy 2-3 hour walk on two-tracks and cattle trails. Limit 10. Sign up
with leade r Jeff Copeland at jouzelcopela nd@gma l.com or 406-539-6029.
i

Sunday fune 6 - Roadside wildflowers of Horse Butte (west yellowstone).

l0:00 a.m.
Explore the gorgeous wildflowers of Horse Butte with Valley of Flowers
member Kate Eisele. This will be a roadside tour with multiple stops to get
out and look at the flora and fauna. The tour will start at Kate's home with a
tour of her native landscaping. The group will then ascend U.S. Forest Service
roads by car. ln various habitats, there should be blue camas, biscuitroot,
sage buttercups, shooting stars, glacier lilies, arrowleaf balsamroot, death
camas, larkspur, phlox and more. lt's likelywe'll see bison with calves, as this
riparian corridor of the Madison River has been traditional calving grounds
for thousands of years. Be prepared for a rough road to the top of the Butte.
Vehlcles with higher clearance are preferred, although Kate has done lt in her
Subaru lmpreza with 4 people (not recommended). Trip will be from 10:00
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Afterwards, perhaps you can have a picnic lunch by Hebgen
Lake, drive Highway 287 to see the gorgeous wildflowers and euake Lake, or
you might head to Yellowstone National park, just a few miles south. Limit 10

people. Sign up with leader Kate Eisele at wanderingdaisygS@gmail.com or
406-640-1250.

wednesday, fune 9 - Plant Identification at spring Meadow Lake State park

(Helena). 3:00 p.m.
Practice plant identification in a fun, safe, small-group setting while also
helping a great local park. Amanda Coyle, AmeriCorps member at Spring
Meadow Lake state Park, is creating signs showing visitors which native plants
theyre seeing around the park, and she has asked us to help with native
plant lD. This month, trip leader scott Mincemoyer will help with tricky plant
identification. Bring your favorite plant guides, hand lenses, and botanyinclined minds for some skill-building practice and fun with fellow plant
enthusiasts. This event will be outside, but for your safety and for others in
the group, please bring a mask and be prepared to wear it any time you are
in close proximityto others. Meet in the parking area, nearthe entrance (by
the pit toilets). Trip will be from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. This event will be limited
to 9 participants. For more information and to register, send an email to
kelseychaptermnps@gmail.com with the subject Iine "spring Meadow survey''
and state the date that you are interested in.

Monday, |une 14 - Whitefish Tiail Wildflower Walk (Whitefish). 6:00 p.m.
From the Lion Mountain Trailhead, we will meander through the forest and
learn about the wide array of colorful wildflowers that line the whitefish rrail
with whitefish Legacy Partners andJen Asebrook of the Montana Native plant
Society. You'll learn how to identify local wildflowers and noxious weeds,
using the hand lenses and field guides provided during this 2- to 3-mile hike.
Participants MUS! register, as space is limited, at www.whitefishlegacy.org.
For more information, contact: Christiane Hinderman:
education@whirefishlegacy.org or 406-862-3880.

Friday, |une l8th: Weed Rodeo on the Middle Fork of the Flathead River
(West Glacier).
Help keep noxious weeds from taking over our precious Flathead Riverl rhis
is the 1 8th year of volunteers and west Glacier companies showing they care
while having fun! Raft companies will take volunteers on the upper portions
and private boaters will cover the west Glacier to Blankenship areas. A weed
expert will assist each group with weed identification. All participants will
gather in the afternoon at wild River for a barbeque and prizes. For details and
to sign up, including for a spot on a commercial boat, please call Lexi at Wild
River: 406-387-2818.

Saturday, )une lgth: North ForkDupuyer Creek (Choteau). 8:15 a.m.
This 3-mile hike, led by Dave shea, is through prairie and foothill wildflowers,
across the Old North Trail and grizzly country. We will be on the Boone &
crockett Club's Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Ranch, and will cross the prairie
toward North Fork canyon and walling Reef. Dave will help with plant/wildlife
identification and discuss the history and spectacular geology of the area. we
expect to see more than 75 species of wildflowers, as well as tipi rings and
features of the old North rrail. Meeting location: Choteau lnformation Center,
near the Old Trail Museum. For more information and to register, contact:
Dave Shea at 406-466-21 61.
Saturday, fune 19 - South Side of Pryor Mountains (Bridger). 9:00 a.m.
we will explore the area of the Pryors that includes the rare plant physaria
pochyphylla and its plant associates. This region is included in the Research
Natural Area and Area of Critical concern proposed to the BLM. participants
will meet at theJim Bridger Park in Bridger Montana at 9:00 a.m. This trlp
will be an easy walking trip but over a variety of uneven terrain and some
cacti. The trip will last all day, but folks can leave the group as necessary.
The weather is unpredictable but often quite warm in this part of the pryors.
Please bring a variety of weather gear options (even rain is possible) and plenty
of water, lunch, and snacks. Please contact trip leader,.,lennifer Lyman to be
included on the field trip list and for more information at 406-g60-0223.

Satulday, June 19 - Fire Ecology & Mountain Meadows of West pine/Dry
Creek Ridge (Paradise Valleyi Livingston). 9: 30 a.m.
one of two official Gallatin National Forest wildflower Viewing sites, with
spectacular views of Paradise valley and the Absaroka Mountain Range. This
is a moderately strenuous outing - up to 5 miles walking with a high point
of 7,500 feet; all on trail. We'll begin in a forest that burned in 200.1, ascend
to an open grassland ridge, and continue to climb gently through mountain
meadows with rich seasonal displays of wildflowers. please bring water,
lunch, and your favorite guidebooks. Limit 8. sign up with Megan Martinez at
bozema n natu ra h isto ry@gma l. co m o r 406-9 46-2500.
I
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Sunday, fune 20 - An

ffiernoon walk in a Subalpine Meadow Highland

Mountains Foothills at Peak-bloom.
LeadbyKarenPorterandKrystalweilage.Formoreinformation,contactKaren
a l'co m'
Po rte r: 406-498-91 28 o r ka re nwpo rte r44@gm
i

state Park
Monday, |une 21 - Plant Identification at Spring Meadow Lake
(Helena). 10:00 a'm.
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Week of |une 21-27, National Pollinator week'
them to
Go out and record bumblebee species you see and report

www'bumblebeewatch.org,acitizenscienceproject'otheractivitiescanbe
found on the excellent Pollinator Partnership site www.pollinator'org'

National
Tuesdays, lUlne Z}through August 3l - Volunteer at the Glacier
Park Nursery (West Glacier). 9:00 a'm'
on a research
Help with seeding, transplanting, weeding, cleaning' and work
orexperimentalproject.Pleasebringasacklunch,yourfavoriteworkgloves

will be limited to
and clothes that can get dirty. Due to covlD-'l 9, volunteers

l2people,andyouMUSTcalltoreserveaspot!Volunteerdaysarefrom9:00
406-888-7835'
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Contact: Glacier Native Plant Nursery:

saturday,

lwe26- Atpine

Meadows of the Beartooth Mountains (Red

Lodge). 9:00 a.m.

along Quad
we ,iiti explore the alpine meadows of the Beartooth Mountains
be an easy
will
trip
This
Lake'
Creek and the meadows across from Gardiner
We will
fellfields.
and
tundra,
walking experienCe throUgh alpine meadows,
difficult
is
always
lt
shrubs.
early flowering aipine perennials and
focus on

topredictwl.iatwillbefloweringatthistime;iftheweatherCooperates,We
is always
wili have a beautiful day of botany. weather in the mountains

unpredictable so be sure to prepare by bringing plenty of clothing layer
options including rainlwind gear. Hiking boots, the Manual of Vascular
Plants of Montqno,hand lens, camera, lunch, snacks and water will keep you
comfortable and energetic at altitude over uneven terrain. This will be an allday trip but feel free to leave as necessary. We will meet at the Old Roosevelt
School parking lot at the south end of Red Lodge at 9:00 a.m. please contact
trip leader,lennifer Lyman, to sign up and to get more information at
406-860-0223.
Sunday, }une2Tz Swan River Wildtife Refuge (Swan Lake). 8:00 a.m.
This is a joint field trip between Flathead Audubon soclety and the Flathead
Chapter of the Montana Native Plant Society. Join Maria Mantas and Cory
Davis as we explore the emergent marshes, wet meadows, and riparian forests
of the SRNWR. We will learn about conservation projects in the Swan Valley
and see some great birds (maybe bitterns, snipe, and redstarts). On our last
excursion we sited 61 bird species. Knee-high boots are highly recommendedl
For safety reasons, this trip is limited to 4 FAS and 4 MNpS parlicipants. Trip
will be from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. For more information and to register,
contact: Cory Davis: cory@flatheadaud u bon.org or 406-257 -31 66.
Sunday,

lune}7 - Resiliencyof Native Grassland and Forest Communities

in Kelly Canyon (Bozeman). l:00 p.m.
Tour the Visscher property in Kelly Canyon with MNpS members Matt Lavin
and Anna Visscher. This land has been in the same family for more than
50 years, with a conservation easement through Gallatin Valley Land Trust.
With GVLT's help, the Visschers have been able to restore many of the native
habitats that had been damaged by overgrazing. They will show us a glimpse
into a work in progress, as they have discovered that restoration work is a
journey, not a destination. Limit 10 people. Sign up with Anna Visscher at
annavita@me.com or 406-580-9701 .
Late |une onward (Date(s) to be determined) - Adopting Trailheads in
Southwest Montana for Annual Noxious Weed Maintenance (Bannack
Ghost Town, Pipestone Pass).
Under the guidance and assistance of the Adopt a Trailhead program (AATP),
catherine Cain will lead trip(s) to Bannack Ghost Town, and Karen porter will
lead trip(s) to Pipestone Pass. Please contact trip leaders for more information.
Catherine Cain: 406-498-61 98 or nativeplants@montana.com;
Ka re n Po rte r : 406-498-97 28 o r ka renwpo rter44@gm a l.co m.
i
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Iuly
|uly Date T.B.A. - Plant Idenitfication at Spring Meadow Lake State Park
(Helena).
Amanda Coyle, AmeriCorps member at Spring Meadow Lake State Park, is
creating signs showing visitors which native plants they're seeing around
the park, and she has asked us to help with native plant lD. This month's trip
leader will be announced at a later date. For more information and to register,
send an email to kelseychaptermnps@gmail.com with the subject line "Spring
Meadow 5urvey''and state the month that you are interested in.
Tuesday |uly 6th - Evening Walk in Durant Canyon (Butte).
An evening walk in a beautiful canyon with mixed vegetation, including good
Penstemon locales, For more information, contact trip leader Rich Prodgers:
405-683-6529; bigho rnenv@outl ook.com.
Thursday, Iuly 8 - Family Forest Walk (Kalispell). 5:30 p.m.
Join MNPS members Linda de Kort and Pat Jaquith for a family-friendly walk on
a wooded U.S. Forest Service road in western Kalispell. We'll look for flowers,
birds, and other wildlife. Please dress appropriately for the weather, and wear
sturdy footwear. Bring your own binoculars, hand lens, and curiosity. Space is
limited to 8 participants. Trip will be from 5:30-7:30 p,m.. Meeting location to
be disclosed after registration. For more information and to register, contact:
Linda de Kort: lindardekort@gmail.com or 406-261-7672.

Friday, Iuly 9 - Medicinal Plants of Hyalite Canyon (Bozeman).
Join Robyn Klein, medical botanist and instructor at Montana State University
in exploring the native plants of the northern Gallatin Range at 6,500 feet.
During an easy meander of 1-2 miles, we should see Arnica, Angelica, couls
parsnip, sticky geranium, and many more. Not for picking or digging! Robyn
will describe which ones are easy to grow, and the history of their use in
Montana and around the world. Limit 10 people. Sign up with leader Robyn
Klein by email: herbrobin@gmail.com.
Saturday, |uly l0 - Subalpine and Alpine Meadows of the Beartooth
Mountains (Red Lodge). 9:00 a.m.
We will explore a couple of the same areas of the Beartooths (as theJune 26th

field trip) to explore the alpine meadows for later flowering plant species. We
will also continue over to the Long Lake area to look for plant species in the
wetland and shoreline areas of the subalpine area. The trip will involve 3-4
rniles of moderate hiking, at altitude, over the course of the day, Weather is
always an issue, so please be prepared for dramatic changes in temperature,
wind, and precipitation. Also, bring lhe Manual of Vasculor Plants of Montdna,
hand lens, notebook, camera, lunch, snacks, and water. The trip will last all
day, but feel free to leave as necessary. We will meet at the Old Roosevelt
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school Parking Lot at the south end of town at 9:00 a.m. please contact
trip
leader, Jennifer Lyman to sign up and to get more information at
406-860-0223.

August
TLesdayand Thursday, August 3 and 5 - plants for Birds Demo Garden
at
Story Mill Community park (Bozeman). 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Visit this bird-friendly garden, installed in 2o2o and funded in part
by a small

grant from MNPS. The garden showcases trees, shrubs and flowersihat
provide benefits to birds and pollinators. Most of the plants
are native to
Montana, and require less water and maintenance. As urban growth
and
subdivisions alter the native landscape, bird-friendly yards are becoming
extremely important in the survival of our native songbirds, bees and
butterflies. see examples of some of the best landscaping plants for the
Gallatin Valley area, and visit with gardeners from sacajawea Audubon
with
your landscaping questions. participants can also visirthe nearby,,Food
Forest,,
and walk in the story Mill park Nature preserve. please choose eitherthe
evening of Tuesday August 3 0r Thursday August 5, when you sign up.
Limit 1 0
people per evening. To register, contact Beth Madden:
beth m a dden 64@gma il, co m (p refe rred ) or 40 6 _224_1 01 Z.

9:.nqauy, August 7 - wildflowers of the Montana-Idaho Divide (Missoula/

Hoodoo Pass).8:30 a.m.

Meet at the Mackenzie pizza parking lot (north Reserve by l-90) at g:30
a.m. for
possible carpooling and directions. The drlve will be appioximately
75 miles
to Hoodoo pass, on the rdaho border. The hike is approximately 3 miles with
an elevation gain of about g00 ft. to the east-facing basin above Heart
Lake.
Hopeful to return to Missoula by 5:00 p.m. To register email trip leader peter
Lesica at: lesica.peter@gmail.com.

September
saturday, September r r - Field Identification of Sagebrush (Artemisia)
(South of DiIIon).
Learn field identification of the three main varieties of big sagebrush:
mountain, wyoming, and Great Basin, prus the three-tip andlittre or row
sagebrush' see sagebrush <1/4 meter talr to 2 meters ta[. prus, petrophyton
on
limestone and probabry much more. For more information, contact
tirp teaoer
Rich Prodgers: 405-683-6529 or bighornenv@outlook.com.
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